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WELCOME!
Only three more weeks until Chitty Bang Bang opens! Rehearsals are going well, and
we’re really excited about the show - it’s going to be great! You’re going to love the
cast, particularly young Jeremy & Jemima, and you’ll be amazed what the set guys
have turned out in the construction shed! You are also going to be amazed at Chitty
herself, currently under construction in a secret location! All will be revealed!
Thanks to all those who turned out to support the AGM in August. We had enough
nominations to take proceedings to a vote for positions, and you can see the make up
of your committee for 2015/16, as always, on the last page of the newsletter. Our
thanks to everyone who nominated and to all those who volunteer their time, both on
and off the committee. I’d particularly like to thank Pam Lane for all her dedication
to the company. Pam’s on holiday at the moment and will be having her first year of
not being on the committee for many years. Thanks also to Lisa Triplett and Fay
Castle, who have been doing a sterling job keeping the costume shed in order while
wardrobe mistress, Judi Williams is away.
We’re excited to be able to announce our season for next year, and hope you’ll be
excited too! First up in May is ‘The Pirates of Penzance’, to be directed by John
Greene, who has recently joined us from Adelaide. Full details of the show and
auditions are on pages 7-9, as auditions will be following hard on the heels of Chitty
closing - scheduled for December 13th. As always, full details are on the website.

Stagehands for CCBB
If you would like to help
backstage for CCBB, please
call Fay Castle on 0458 301557

Our second show of the year will be ‘Mary Poppins’, to be directed by Donna Fairall.
I know that many of you are pretty excited about this one already! It’s a great fun
show with some good music, and roles for all ages.

Theatre Fundraiser
If you would like to get
involved in CHMCC’s
contribution to the Jetty
Theatre Fundraiser currently
being planned for February,
please email the committee at
coffsharbourmcc@gmail.com
Particularly if you’re willing to
sing a solo or a duet on the day.

And in not-so-good news, we have lost our regular rehearsal venue at Jetty High and
are desperate to find some other space to rehearse in. If you have access to a business
or hall that we could use as an emergency venue for the next 2 weeks, please give me
a call on 0432 518112. And put your heads together to come up with a long term
venue - we’d love to rent/lease/buy a permanent solution to this perennial problem.

!

Ushers for
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang
If you would like to help with
ushering for CCBB, please
email FOH Manager Shalla
Thomas at
gwandalan54@gmail.com
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From the President
Happy Spring! Although as I'm writing this, Spring seems

CHMCC President
Maureen Burgess

to be hiding behind Autumn.
As you can imagine, at the moment pretty much all of my
time is being taken up with Chitty Chitty Bang Bang.
Less than a month to go for one of our most ambitious
productions to date! I'm trying to keep calm, but actually
I'm REALLY EXCITED!
Although, as Director there are many peaks and troughs
(as witnessed by those present for the cameo of Madam
Crankypants), overall I couldn't be happier with our
progress. We are very much on track and I'm absolutely
loving the work that the cast is doing to create a very
funny and truly magical extravaganza. I've also had the
first rehearsal with some of the band, and I can guarantee
that the music is going to be totally amazing. And, without
giving too much away, the Shed Boys and Sharon have
really excelled themselves with all the special bits and bobs
they've been putting together, but most of all......The Car!
Joel Blythe is building our Chitty, and he is doing the most

should put more of an emphasis on showcasing what we

incredible job with her. You just cannot imagine.....best be

been:- putting on a mini recital; putting on a fashion

coming along to see for yourself ! Tickets are already

parade featuring some of our costumes; a musical

selling very steadily, so I suggest you get in early if you

masterclass learning one big number to record and

don't want to miss out!

perform; a spontaneous talent quest; a series of short

Many of you may remember the Theatre Open Day we
held early this year to raise money for the Jetty Theatre
Trust Fund and to raise the profile of the many and

actually do as a company. Some suggestions so far have

talks on various theatre related topics; a shed tour. If you
have any suggestions or are interested in contributing in
any way, please let us know!

varied activities on offer at our theatre. As the day was

You can email the company-

such a success, we are looking to make it an annual event,
and along with the other Community Groups, CHMCC

coffsharbourmcc@gmail.com or ring Shirley direct on

is planning to contribute to the day again in 2016 .

in the Organizing Committee. It would be totally

Although it is not till February, we have decided that some

stupendous to have members other than Committee

better early planning will help to make the most of the

members involved, so please give it some thought! We'd

day, so Shirley Barnett (CHATS) is heading an Open Day

really love to hear from you.

Organizing Committee to meet roughly once a month to

Ok, now I'm pooped.

oversee activities. For the last Open Day CHMCC ran a

See you at the theatre!

66519098/0414519098 if you would like to be involved

"homemade" stall which was financially extremely
successful, but some of us on Committee think that we

!
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Diary Dates
Upcoming events include:

Friday 16th Oct - Sunday 25th Oct
Jetty Memorial Theatre

AUDITIONS

CHMCC & CHATS
COMBINED

DATE: Sunday December 13th
TIME: 10:30 Registration, 11:00 Start
VENUE: Bishop Druitt College Theatre
North Boambee Road
For more information, visit:
www.coffsharbourmusicalcomedycompany.com/auditions

!

SATURDAY 20TH DECEMBER
from 9am
at the theatre sheds
Take a break from the Christmas
shopping and join us for a sausage sizzle
and a bucks fizz!
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Lincoln Elliott as Caractacus Potts
&
Emma Goddard as Truly Scrumptious

CCBB Cast
& Madam Director!

L: Harley Hayes as Jeremy & Grace Jones as Jemima

Below: Company - Opening

!
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2016 Season Announcement

The Pirates of Penzance
In case you missed it, here’s our lineup for next year !
Our first show of the year, in May, will be Gilbert & Sullivan’s comic
operetta, ‘The Pirates of Penzance’.
Pirates is a rollicking, delightfully funny tale of a band of softtempered pirates.
Mistakenly apprenticed to a pirate (instead of a pilot) by his
nursemaid Ruth at the age of eight, the handsome Frederic is now
twenty-one and, though quite fond of the group of joyous and funloving pirates, chooses to abandon his profession and “lead a
blameless life henceforth,” dedicating himself instead to their
eradication.
Shortly after leaving them, he encounters a gaggle of beautiful
maidens (one of whom, Mabel, steals his heart) and their father, the
eccentric Major-General. The whole group has a run-in with the
pirates themselves before escaping on the false premise that the
Major-General is an orphan; a fact these tender-hearted pirates
simply cannot help but take into account, given the fact that the
majority of them are orphans themselves and “know what it’s like.”
Just as Frederic is ready to lead a band of lily-livered policemen to
take out the Pirate King and his men, a secret is uncovered that will
change his fate forever, but, naturally, all comes out right in the end.
Beloved since its premiere in 1879, The Pirates of Penzance (or The
Slave of Duty) is a delightful farce of a classic that is fun for all ages.
'Pirates' will be directed by John Greene, with auditions to be held in
December 2015. See page 9 for details.

Mary Poppins
This magical family musical is based on the series of children’s books
by P.L. Travers and the 1964 Disney film starring Julie Andrews and
Dick Van Dyke.
The Banks family live at Number 17, Cherry Tree Lane with their
children, Jane & Michael, whose mischievous behaviour has just
caused yet another nanny to leave in a hurry.
Enter Mary Poppins, the “practically perfect”, rather unconventional
nanny, who bonds with the children as no other nanny has.
When Mary Poppins suddenly leaves the position, and Mrs Banks
hires Mr Banks’ childhood nanny to take on the job, sending George
and the children fleeing from the house, Mary Poppins becomes
more valuable than ever.
With patience, kindness, and a little bit of magic, Mary and her
friend Bert help the family set things right - maybe more right than
they’d ever been before.
'Mary Poppins' will be directed by Donna Fairall, with auditions to
be held around June or July of 2015.
Performance Dates November 4th - 27th.

!
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Pirates of Penzance (or The Slave of Duty)
Madame Secretary said I should take a moment to introduce myself, so, about me:
I trained at the Adelaide Conservatorium and the Guildhall School of Music and
Drama in London and performed on London’s West End and sang with the Welsh
National Opera, Opera Australia and the State Opera of South Australia for many
years, as well as many semi-pro and wonderful amateur companies – with the odd
straight play to keep me honest – in all, 40+ years in this fabulous industry.
I have been in 3 productions of Pirates (twice as the Pirate King) – this is a fantastic
‘romp’ of a piece – I loved it – still do. I feel privileged to have been asked to direct –
excited and really looking forward to many of you joining me on this fantastic new
voyage of discovery of this contemporary masterpiece.
The first act - set on the rugged Cornish coastline – is a happy hunting ground for
smugglers, offering provoking opportunities for paddling damsels. A second act of
moonlit Gothic cloisters gives great melodramatic possibilities, with a construction

‘Pirates’ Director, John Greene

plot of boisterous Pirates, bumpkin Policemen, a pantaloons- ish Major General and
a bevy of eligible daughters.
Thinking about how the broad audience of today would now relate to this Gilbert and Sullivan classic needs to include
those who may have performed in Pirates - or seen the traditional staging through the 1960’s to 1990’s to the more
recent late 1990’s of the John English slapstick ‘pantomime-esque’ entertaining theatre piece – to the more recent,
brilliant Stuart Maunder Opera Australia Production with Anthony Warlow and David Hobson – each an Australian
Music Theatre and Opera icon, and with whom I have had the privilege of working.
So the intent of this production for CHMCC is to present a Pirates of Penzance remaining faithful to the Composer
and Librettist - working directly from the Script and Music – but not being restricted by ‘traditional’ staging, looking for
the spontaneity of a staging that can make for an enjoyable production to be a part of and to watch.
This will be a ‘Directed’ fun time in the Jetty Theatre – join us.
Looking to cast 8 Principals with big voices, both natural and trained – ensemble same – please see the audition notes on
the website at www.coffsharbourmusicalcomedycompany.com/auditions.
I look forward to seeing you at the Pirates of Penzance Auditions in December.

!

CHMCC • PO BOX 1466 • COFFS HARBOUR • NSW 2450

OCTOBER 2015

UP S TA GED
The Pirates of Penzance
In order to outwit the tender-hearted pirates and prevent them
from carrying away his daughters and ruthlessly marrying them on
the spot (this was the Victorian era after all), he tells them
(untruthfully) that he is an orphan. And so they spare him, being all
The story starts when our hero Frederic (why he lost the ‘k’ I have orphans themselves.
no idea) is eight years old and his father decides that he be sent off
Now, remember the bit about Frederic being born on February
with his nursemaid to be signed up as an apprentice pilot so that he
29th. Because this date only occurs each leap year, it seems he has
can learn the sea-faring trade.
only had 5 birthdays and won’t reach his 21st birthday until 1944
The first unlikely premise to accept is that Frederic was
(which isn’t even mathematical if you count the leap years, but let’s
inadvertently apprenticed to a pirate instead of a pilot because his not be picky).
nurse was a touch hard of hearing. Frederic, of course, saw
Having fallen instantly in love with the eldest daughter Mabel,
nothing unusual about this until his apprenticeship was due to be
Frederic realises that he cannot marry her if he is to be a pirate,
over on his 21st birthday.
and rather unreasonably, entreats her to wait 40 years until his
Having been at sea since he was eight, poor Frederic hasn’t set eyes apprenticeship should be over. She, foolish girl, agrees.
on another woman since and is very attached to his nurse Ruth,
Thus, still indentured as a pirate, Frederic has to switch loyalties
who stayed on with Frederic and the pirates after the mix-up.
back to his merry band after promising to lead a cohort of
Frederic wonders if he shouldn’t marry her, even though she is the
policemen against them (think Keystone Cops). The policemen it
grand old age of 47 (47! Per-leese!). She’s driving the pirates nuts
seems are quite conflicted about depriving their fellow men of the
and they encourage Frederic to take her with him when his
liberty so dear to all men, but of course they should have thought
indenture is over.
of that before they joined the Force. Now all they can do is be all
Now, it seems that Frederic was born on the 29th of February in
lugubrious and sing a lament (A Policeman’s lot…)
1856. (This detail becomes important later, so pay attention!) It is
Being now ready to
assumed that his apprenticeship contract turns into a pumpkin at
believe just about
midnight as the Pirate King sings ("It’ s only half-past eleven, and
anything, it comes as
you are one of us until the clock strikes twelve,") as the pirates
no surprise to learn
carouse on a Cornish beach at midnight in February.
that the pirates are
The next stretch of the imagination comes when no less than 10
all the sons of
beautiful girls (and all sisters) arrive at the secluded Cornish bay
noblemen (who
and, thinking they’re unobserved, decide to paddle. In the sea. In
apparently didn’t
Cornwall. In February. If you’ve ever been to Cornwall you’ll know notice they were
that this is very far-fetched indeed. But wait, and suspend your
missing?), and are
disbelief some more.
deeply patriotic and
The father of the
devoted to Queen
daughters
Victoria. Whereupon
(coincidentally the
of course the Major
same numerically as
General offers them
the pirates, fancy
his daughters (“all of
that) turns out to be
whom are beauties”)
a stuffy Major
At this point the
General, whose
evenly matched
grand entrance
sopranos (the
involves, depending
daughters) pair up
on your liking for
with the tenors (pirates), the altos with the baritones (policemen),
G&S, either a
the contraltos with the basses (is there anyone left? I’m confused),
superb feat of verbal
and the orchestra joins in, Frederic gets the girl and all is once
gymnastic vocals, or
again right with the world.
an infernal nonsense
patter song.
Pirates is basically a very silly, very funny romp held together with
brilliant music, calling for the audience to believe a number of
impossible things before breakast.

!
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Characters and Vocal Ranges
Frederic is on stage and sings more than any other character. He is young,
(21 year old looking), manly, genuine and innocent. A trained operatic sound
is not essential - rather, a big, natural, expressive unaffected voice.
Age Range: 18-30
Vocal Range: B Flat to B Flat above middle C (Tenor)
Mabel is 18 – 24 year old looking. An out-front, uncovered, natural,
expressive voice with excellent, unaffected diction is essential. She needs a
good top range. She is no typical musical comedy ingénue who ‘acts’ at
being young, cute and endearing. If Frederic and Mabel are not sincere,
there is no real centre of sincere feeling to the production.
Age Range: 18-30
Vocal Range: B Flat to High D (Soprano)
The Pirate King* is a whole-hearted romantic. His bark is much worse
than his bite. He wants to be a Pirate just to have his shirt open and the
wind in his hair and to stand around like Errol Flynn, a swashbuckler. He
would never really hurt anybody.
Age Range: 30-50
Vocal Range: Low G to F above middle C (Baritone)
The Major General* is a kind of male Queen Victoria. He is eccentric,
pompous, & aristocratic. The grand out-going musical hall tradition works
well.
Age Range: 45+
Vocal Range: B Flat to F (Comic Baritone)

AUDITIONS

DATE: Sunday December 13th
TIME: 10:30 Registration, 11:00 Start
VENUE: Bishop Druitt College Theatre
North Boambee Road
For more information, visit:
www.coffsharbourmusicalcomedycompany.com/auditions

Ruth is motherly, a proper English nanny, who has raised her young charge, Frederic, “properly” to be a gentleman.
The feelings between Ruth and Frederic are the deep feelings almost of mother and son. No doubt Ruth has no more in mind in
marrying Frederic than to continue to care for him, and to hug him regularly.
Age Range: 40-60
Vocal Range: G below middle C to F (Alto)
Samuel is the Pirate King’s right hand man. A bit thick but very loyal, the moral compass of the pirate group.
Age Range: 18-30
Vocal Range: Low B Flat to F above middle C (Baritone)
The Sergeant* is the very model of a very British Bobby. Formal and proper he is also a bumbler and has great comedic
moments in the production.
Age Range: Any, 35+
Vocal Range: Low F to E above middle C (Bass Baritone)
Kate is one of the Major General’s daughter’s. Sings some solos.
Age Range: 18-30Vocal Range: A Flat to E Flat (Mezzo)
Edith is one of the Major General’s daughters. Sings some solos.
Age Range: 18-30
Vocal Range: B Flat to F (Mezzo)
Daughters: the more individual and vivid each daughter is, the better. Big, legitimate voices are essential.
A chest, or belt voice, is used for many passages to get the clarity of young girls, and sufficient vocal power.
Age Range 18-30
IMPORTANT: There is a place in this production for:
Mature Age Lady ‘Tomboy’ Pirates and Police - individuals prepared to join either or both very welcome to audition.
Any Age and vocal range.
Pirates and Police again, big, natural or “trained” sounding voices welcome.
Any Age and vocal range.
!
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CHMCC 2015/16 COMMITTEE
President

Committee

Maureen Burgess

Jenny Beatson

0405 703 837

6654 4977

mauzabug@hotmail.com

jennybeatson@hotmail.com

Vice President

*

Judi Williams
6652 1625

Laura Smith

jfosterbrown@gmail.com

0438 421138
happylc500@live.com.au

Shalla Thomas
6651 2143
0400 826711
gwandalan54@gmail.com
*
Fay Castle
6568 9858

Secretary

*

0458 301557

Di O’Ferrall

Russell Lane

fay@aol.com.au

6653 7828

6653 2237

0432 518112
bluebellwoods@tpg.com.au

0412 958 449
rarscal@hotmail.com

Treasurer

*

Peter Hodges

Tim Egan

0414 582638
phodges@bdc.nsw.edu.au

0418 515617
tegan@bdc.nsw.edu.au
*

CONTACT US
Mail: PO Box 1466, Coffs Harbour, NSW 2450
Email: coffsharbourmcc@gmail.com
Website: coffsharbourmusicalcomedycompany.com
Contact the whole committee by
email to:
coffsharbourmcc@gmail.com

!

Facebook: Coffs Harbour Musical Comedy Company
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